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From the President ~

I have been writing about the need for a new Fort Myers Library for over five
years now. For the first half of this decade, the County Board levied and
collected a fee to develop the Regional Library system and the money was
placed in a reserve account and used to build regional libraries. The Fort Myers
Library is the last of the regional libraries to be built. The money has been
saved for it. To the credit of the County board, they have followed through.
The County Board and the city council of the City of Fort Myers are to be
commended for their cooperation and work in negotiating and agreeing to an
intergovernmental agreement to build a new library fronting on First Street just
east of the Bank of America building. The city has agreed to purchase the land,
about 3.1 acres, which includes the two parking lots east of the bank and the
parking lots to the south along Lee St. The City has agreed to purchase the
property for some $4.1 million and the County has agreed to build a library of
at least 40,000 sq. ft. and costing $20 million. The city is using funds collected
for a new fire station to purchase the site and they will relocate a station to the
vacated Library site. We owe the County Board and the City Council our
thanks for the way they handled this and it is a win-win situation for the
County, City and, especially, the patrons of the Fort Myers Library.

Thank you!!!

Byran Wallace

Welcome New Members

Join us in welcoming our newest members.

Jim and Karen Duff

Thank You Renewing Members

Continuing their support of the Friends and the downtown Fort
Mpyers Library.

Arthur J. Wyville

www.FortMyersFriends.org




Friends of the Fort Myers Library

Congratulations

Jennet Buri new
Principal Librarian,
Regional Manager

for the downtown
Fort Myers-Lee County Library.

Donations to Fort Myers Friends

The Friends of the Fort Myers Library operate on
an annual calendar year basis (January 1 through
December 31). Renewal dues are payable each
year on January 1.

We welcome new members at any time of the
year, as well as former members who may have
forgotten to renew! Please look for an application
form in this issue of Palm Reader News.

Although we don’t expect you to send in dues in
advance, or more than once a year, we never turn
down any contributions! All of our funds are used
for the benefit of our Library.

We extend our thanks to Raymond J. Kocol and to
William and Roseline Young, for their extra
support of our Friends Group this year.

We also welcome donations of “gently read” hard
cover and paper-back books for our honor system
book store and our periodic book sales.

Bol Gilrorn

Treasurer
Volunteers

The annual Book Sale is our major fund raising
project. We depend on donations of clean, “gently
read” books from the community, and we need
volunteers to make the Book Sale happen. Picture
a storage unit several miles from the library,
crammed with boxes of books. How did the books
get there? Volunteers sorted and packed donations
and transported them to the storage area. There the
boxes were unloaded and stored. When it’s time
for the Book Sale, volunteers transport the stored
books back to the library and unload them.

Other volunteers set up tables in the meeting room,
unpack boxes, and sort books into categories such
as “fiction”, “non-fiction”, ‘“hobbies”,
“children’s”, etc. When the Book Sale is over on
Saturday afternoon, the process is repeated, in
reverse. We really, really, really need your help
with the Annual Fall Book Sale, whether you can
lift and load, set up tables, sort books, or work at
the sales table. Of course, we love customers, so if
you’re unable to provide physical help, please
support the effort with your donations, either

books or cash.
wa/,ym Fa/w(

Secretary and Library Volunteer

Friends Website
Update

The Friends Website has
celebrated its first year
online with continued growth.

WWW.

Guest visits are monitored and it’s exciting to see
where they originate from. We see visitors from
Lee and the surrounding counties along with inter-
national visitors. Some of the locations include:
New South Wales, Australia; Madras, Tamil Nadu,
India; Kolding, Vejle Denmark; and Manama, Al
Manamah, Bahrain, to name a few.

To assist in our fund raising activities, the Friends
Group has formed a partnership with
Amazon.com, the giant online shopping website.
By clicking on the Amazon banner ad on any of
our web pages, you will link to the Amazon
website where any purchases made for books,
software, DVDs, electronics, tools, toys and
games, fashions, and food products will give the
Friends group a referral fee which we’ll use in our
continuing support of library services at the down-
town Fort Myers-Lee County Library. Next time
you shop online, remember the library and check
out the products at Amazon.com.

Canol Roolsby Weidlich

Director at Large and Webmaster

www.FortMyersFriends.org




Friends of the Fort Myers Library

= Notes from the
— Fort Myers Library Staff
The Library enjoyed a very busy
summer and a packed library. The staff rallied to-
gether to offer our out-of school kids numerous
opportunities to stay busy. The Youth Services and
Reference Staff presented programs including Wii
and Playstation gaming, audio book presentations,
board games, group games, crafts and a movie.

There were 31 Bored Room events attended by a
total of 657 youth!

The Teens attending the End-of-Summer party
appreciated the food, books, posters, Target gift
cards and back-to-school supplies provided by the
Friends.

A very special moment appeared when the teens
participating in the auction for the baskets of
prizes using the “Teen Bucks” that they had earned
from reading. Young Adult Librarian Kathleen
Klemm announced at the start of the auction that
not everyone had a lot of “money” and might not
be able to get prizes. The teens showed how big
their hearts were, when they would stop bidding
on a basket if it would prevent another teen from
winning something. Several of the teens even
began purchasing baskets, then giving them to the
ones who couldn’t afford them. One teen was left
without a basket only to have the group assemble a
basket just for her. We are proud of the teens for
their caring, sharing and respect for one another’s
feelings.

Thanks to the Friends and Staff that made this

possible.
Sterny Hill

Senior Library-Youth Services

Radio Frequency Identification

The Fort Myers Library is a now a high-tech zone
but you may not notice, yet. On the afternoon of
September 14", we finished a complete retrospec-
tive conversion project, by hand, of our entire
collection to RFID tags. Each item in the building,
in approximately 40 collections, was hand tagged
by our amazing staff and volunteers with the little

squares you encounter stuck on things purchased
in drugstores. Our project kicked off last October
with a deadline of September 30, 2009. Monday’s
finish was 2 weeks early.

RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) combines
radio frequency and microchip technologies to
create a smart system that can be used to identify,
secure, and inventory items. Once our Circulation
Department has been retrofitted with new equip-
ment, patrons wil/ notice increased speed of check
out because multiple items can be processed at one
time. The bulk-read feature will benefit staff
during check in, as well. Securing our materials is
important, but service is job one.

Reference Librarian

Library Programs

“When are you
anot her cigar

asked the tattooed, ex-navy cook
who came to the reference desk
a few weeks ago. Thanks to the Palm Readers I
was able to tell him that we would be having an-
other program the very next week.

The Palm Readers have made a big difference in
library programming and are doing a great job of
preparing us for the future. Using supplies funded
by the Friends, we have had monthly bead
programs, and 2 cigar box craft programs. All of
the programs have been well attended, and the
participants left the library bright with smiles and
pride in their creations.

When making purchases I try to buy durable goods
and consumables. I watch for sales at stores, good-
ies found at yard sales, and make use of donations
and re-purposed items whenever possible.

So, the navy cook made a great box, and our bead-
ers continue to have beads for their projects,
thanks to the Palm Readers’ generosity. They

appreciate it, and so do we.
Linda Kretur

Reference Librarian

www.FortMyersFriends.org




Friends of the Fort Myers Library
Membership Application (please print)

Date: |:| New |:| Renewal
Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone: Email:

Check One:  [IK-12$5 Ul Individual $10 [ Family $15 [ Contributor $30 [ Benefactor $50

Volunteer Application: I am interested in helping with:

[1Book Sales ] Writing Newsletter Articles
L] Planning Programs L] Preparing Newsletter for Mailing
] Developing Fund Raising projects L1 Other (please specify)

Please make your check payable to: Friends of the Fort Myers Library, Inc.

Please mail it to: Friends of the Fort Myers Library, Inc.
2050 Central Avenue
Fort Myers, FL 33901

BECOME A FRIEND TODAY!

Friends of the Fort Myers Library, Inc.
2050 Central Avenue
Fort Myers, FL. 33901

Friends Book Sale

Thursday, November 12
Members Only Preview
3:00 p.m. to 5:00p.m.

Friday, November 13
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 14
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Chocolate & Spirits Festival to benefit the
11th Annual Southwest Florida Reading Festival in March 2010.
Friday, December 4, 2009
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Bell Tower Shops, Corner U.S. 41 and Daniels parkway




