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Fort Myers Library,  

your membership  
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of the Library. 
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 Friends Book Sale 
 

Saturday, April 17, 2010 

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Welcome back, Snowbirds.  Iôve just returned from a week in Illinois to attend 

my youngest sonôs wedding.  If I had forgotten why we call our returning   

residents, ñsnowbirds,ò I found out rather rapidly when I flew into Chicago 

during a snowstorm.  There was eight inches of snow on the ground and the 

temperature dipped below zero.  I havenôt seen snow in 14 years but it vividly 

reminded me of why I live in Southwest Florida. 

 

At the annual meeting, the staff gave us a great presentation of their activities, 

our help, and pictures of the patrons.  We were interested in the adult programs 

such as genealogy and small business but the Bored Room, kite flying, and the 

summer programs were fascinating.  In the PowerPoint program it struck a 

chord to see participantsô beaming faces during projects that you, the Friends, 

helped to enable.  Check out Jennetôs    article in this newsletter. 

 

We are planning for next year, although I admit itôs hard to keep the focus off   

our anticipation of a new library.  Occupancy is expected in 2012.  The budget 

crisis at the county and library level will not go away this year.  Incidentally, 

this will not be made worse by the new library construction     because funds 

were collected from 2000 to 2005 and specifically put aside and held for this 

purpose.  The bare bones budget doesnôt provide for all those   programs and 

facilities that we have come to expect and want.  It is incumbent upon the 

Friends to step up and help.  You are needed ï as a member ï as a worker 

fundraiser ï as a volunteer ï as a positive advocate for libraries. 

 

 See you in the library! 

 

Byron Wallace 



Membership in the  

Friends of the Fort Myers Library 
 

2010 is another new year for the Friends of the Fort 

Myers Library!  Our membership year runs from 

January through December with dues payable on 

January 1st.  Dues not paid by March 1st become 

delinquent and result in loss of membership.  We 

offer many levels of membership.  Our funds     

support and enhance the Libraryôs programs and 

services to our community.  Membership is open   

to all individuals, families and organizations     

wishing to provide support for the Fort Myers-Lee 

County Library. 

 

Members who have renewed for this year are: 

 

If you have not yet renewed your membership, we 

urge you to do it today.   

 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Trudi Foreso 

Bonnie Eskra 

Kristina Faubel 

Karen Cartwright 

John Swingle 

Ed Barton 

Pete Eisenhardt 

Paul Rose 

Lora Cox 
 

Bob Gibson 
Treasurer 

Friends of the Fort Myers Library 

www.FortMyersFriends.org 

THANK YOU CompUSA! 
 

CompUSA is supporting the Fort Myers Library 

Friends Group with a discounted price for flash 

drives we make available to library patrons. 

Carolyn Ford 

Bob Gibson 

Gina Hamister 

Maureen Shannon Jefferson  

William Jefferson 

Edith Kingsley 

Raymond Kocol 

Irene Mulcahy 

Bryan Mulcahy 

Shelia Mulcahy 

Linda Ritz 

Byron Wallace 

Kaye Wallace 

Beverly Ward 

Gary Waselkov 

Shellie Weber 

Carol Rooksby Weidlich 

Hugh Whitehouse 

Martha Whitehouse 

Everyone Loves a Sale! 
 

Thanks to youςour members and loyal  

customersςour recent book sales have been 

very successful. The Annual November 

Sale was well attended over the three days 

with everyone enjoying rock-bottom      

pre-holiday prices on a wide selection of 

books. In December and January we held 

successful ñclearanceò sales to clean out 

the closets. All books were priced at .25 

each or $3.00 to fill our grocery bags. We 

were very pleased with the number of   

customers who braved the frigid tempera-

ture on Saturday, January 9 to attend an 

inside ñSidewalk Saleò which we had to 

move inside to avoid frostbite! 

Mark your calendar now for the next Sidewalk 

Book Sale, April 17, 2010, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 

front of the Fort Myers Library. 

 

Meanwhile, remember the Friends Bookstore is 

open on the honor system all hours that the library 

is open, and thereôs always a good selection of 

books. In the two bookcases near the Circulation 

Desk, books are $2.00 and under. The spinner rack 

holds a wide variety of pocket paperback books by 

popular authors. The price is rightςonly 25 cents! 

Where else can you find a bargain like that? And 

when youôre finished with your gently-read books, 

please remember the Friends of the Fort Myers   

Library with your donations. We are also happy to 

take CDs and DVDs in good condition. The Friends 

are working continually to support library programs 

and services. Your donations and your membership 

are our lifeblood! 

Carolyn Ford 
Secretary 



Friends of the Fort Myers Library 

Friends Website  

Update 
 

Our latest endeavor to keep the community aware  

of the many activities for all ages at the Fort Myers-

Lee County Library is our separate Calendar of  

Activities. This calendar can be accessed at a special 

link of rainbow colors.   

 

 

 

By working with the library staff, we can keep you 

in the know for programs that are not reflected on 

the Lee County Library Systemôs website.  

 

The Calendar of Activities uses a color coding    

system which makes it easy to pick out the activities 

you are interested in.  Make it a good library habit 

to check this calendar often. 

Carol Rooksby Weidlich 
Webmaster 

www.FortMyersFriends.org www.FortMyersFriends.org 

Gift Books:  A Lasting Dedication  
 
The Friends of the Fort Myers Library invite you to: 

 

Celebrate a Life 

Celebrate a birthday, holiday or special occasion   

by donating a book to the library in the name of a 

special person, group or business. 

 

Recognize a Life 

Recognize an accomplishment in someoneôs life.  

Remember a birthday, anniversary or milestone in 

someoneôs life with the special gift of a book for the   

libraryôs collection. 

 

Honor a Memory 

What better way to remember someone than           

to make a gift of a book. A contribution to the     

library is a meaningful way in which the memory  

of a deceased relative, friend or colleague can        

be preserved. 

 

Gift Books directly connect individuals and  groups 

to the Fort Myers-Lee County Library.  Designation 

of your Memorial Book Gift extends the value and 

impact of the life you seek to recognize. 

 

When a memorial gift is made, the family of the 

honoree will be notified, advising them of your 

thoughtfulness. In addition, you will receive        

acknowledgment of your gift to the library. A book-

plate will be placed in the fly-leaf of the memorial 

volume. It will state the honored person's name as 

well as the donor(s). 

 

Book Gift Request forms are available at the       

Libraryôs Circulation Desk and Reference Desk. 

Southwest Florida Reading Festival  

Coming Soon! 
 

Book lovers in Southwest Florida always look     

forward to the Lee County Library Systemôs annual 

Southwest Florida Reading Festival. This yearôs 

event is planned for Saturday, March 20, from 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Activities for all members 

of the family will take place in Harborside Event 

Center and Centennial Park. Itôs an exciting day, 

with authors, performers, exhibitors, food, crafts 

and free books for kids and teens. More information 

about the 11th Annual Festival is available at 

www.readfest.org. 
 

This event depends on funding from the commu-

nity.  Both last year and this year, the Friends of the 

Fort Myers Library provided support in the amount 

of $2,000. 



Friends of the Fort Myers Library 

www.FortMyersFriends.org 

The Year in Review 

 
2009 was a busy year at the Fort 

Myers Library. 363,431 visitors 

passed through our doors. 2558 

adults attended library-sponsored 

programs on topics as varied as DNA 

and  Genealogical Research, Writing 

a Business Plan, Bead a Zulu   

Bracelet, Get Organized, and Managing in Tough 

Times.  Computer classes were offered in English, 

Spanish and Haitian Creole.  Our creative youth 

and young adult librarians kept 5071 young patrons   

informed and entertained with story times, game 

playing, and programs such as Goal Setting for 

Teens, Mexican Bark Art, and World of Reptiles. 
 

Innovation and change were the catchwords for 

2009 at the library.  It started with the move to    

Polaris, the new computerized catalog system.  We 

then launched a massive project to place RFID tags 

on every item in the collection.  This effort, which 

was completed in September, has speeded up the 

check-in and check-out process as well as            

enhancing security through the use of tags which 

transmit information using radio signals. In        

October, we experienced some staff changes and a     

reduction in public service hours from 66 to 58    

per week.   
 

Through it all, the staff has remained upbeat and 

has responded to the challenge by finding new 

ways of doing more with less. One thing is certain. 

We could not have done it without the help of our 

Friends and some truly dedicated volunteers. 

Through your generosity, we have been able to   

provide emergency assistance brochures to people 

in need, purchase missing issues of Florida         

Historical Quarterly, continue to offer quality     

programming despite budget cuts, purchase poster 

holders for the Youth Services department,         

and   offer reasonably priced flash drives and    

head phones to our patrons.  Volunteers worked  an    

amazing total of 4961 hours to assist staff in doing 

everything from sorting and shelving library    

materials and cleaning DVDs, to assisting       

patrons with genealogy queries and providing 

technical assistance at the computers.   

 

The excitement continues in 2010.  Plans for a 

new library building at the corner of First Street 

and Royal Palm Avenue in downtown Fort 

Myers are underway and Iôm told there will be 

opportunities during the coming year for       

everyone to have input in the design process.  I 

look forward to working with all of you to make 

the Fort Myers-Lee County Library the very best 

that it can be. 

Jennet Buri 
Principal Librarian 

Regional  Manager  

Notes from the  

Fort Myers Library Staff 

Kite Day 2010 
 

Last year luck was on 

our side. We watched 

the weather reports and 

tracked the radar like       

seasoned meteorologists 

to determine whether we should cancel Kite Day 

for the first time. Despite overcast skies, the Fort 

Myers Library held our 7th Annual Kite Day. The 

front lawn was the site of scurrying children,     

parents, and staff while the sky was home to some 

of the highest kites weôve ever flown. This year we 

hope to have more fun than ever with our Toy 

Story kites. The 8th Annual Kite Day has been 

scheduled for Wednesday March 24. We should 

be out on the lawn by 4:30. Please feel free to    

attend. We have learned it takes a village to fly      

a kite; thereôs the person flying, the person looking 

(as in, ñlook!!!!,ò) and the untanglers. If you canôt 

join the village, root for wind! 

 

Laura A.B. Cifelli 
Reference Librarian 



VISIT OUR BOOK STORE! 
 

Each time you visit the Fort Myers Library, check 

to see whatôs been added to the Friends Book Store.  

Itôs just around the corner from the Circulation 

Desk. Donations are on the honor system, and  

nothing is over $2.00. 

Friends of the Fort Myers Library 

www.FortMyersFriends.org www.FortMyersFriends.org 

Introducing the  

Telephone Reference Department (TR)  
 

The Telephone Reference Department (TR) serves 

the entire library system by offering reference    

services to patrons via phone. TR is available     

during all library hours for reference questions such 

as: 

 

¶ Whatôs the phone number of the Asian restaurant 

near Samôs Club? 

¶ How do I contact my state senator? 

¶ Are there any local support groups for people 

with mental illness? 

¶ What does thrombosis mean? 

 

TR staff members also 

place holds, renew    

materials, direct calls, 

and assist patrons with 

library databases. When 

not answering the 

phones, members work 

on Fugitive Facts (a database of community        

information), vertical files, collection weeding, and 

other library duties. 

 

The Lee County       

Library System estab-

lished the Telephone 

Reference Department 

in 1996 under the     

leadership of senior  

librarian Amy Krueger. 

Today, Amy, librarian 

Linda Holland, and library associates Lori Hansen, 

Frank Hintz, Connie Holzinger, Toddy Kean, and 

Amy McWilliam field hundreds of calls every day.  

 

Telephone Reference @ Your Library is just a 

phone call away at 479-INFO (479-4636). 
 

Connie B. Holzinger 
Library Associate 

Small Business Series 
 

The Small Business Series just completed its third 

year of programming. The program had its highest 

attendance with a total of 182 patrons showing up 

for the ten part series 

that runs from March 

through December. 

 

Started in 2007, the 

Small Business Series 

is a collaborative effort 

between the Fort Myers-Lee County Public Library 

and the Small Business Development Center at 

Florida Gulf Coast University. The Fort Myers 

branch is considered by many to be the ñBusiness 

Branchò of the Lee County Library System. In our 

collection, we have a high concentration of        

resources that attract patrons from the downtown 

business community and from around the county. 

The program series is aimed at those patrons with 

dreams, plans, and worries about starting and    

managing a small business. Our objectives are  

simple and straightforward: bring awareness to the 

resources located here at the Fort Myers Library, 

teach patrons how to use our resources, and show 

them how the library can become a valuable      

business tool to help manage their small           

businesses. To date, weôve served over 500 people 

who have attended programs in the series and we 

look forward to another successful year in 2010. 

 

Thanks to our Friends, we are able to provide     

refreshments. Attendees have commented on how 

they appreciate the coffee and the feeling of being 

at a business meeting. Thanks again for your     

support. We could not have done it without you. 
 

Fred Smiley 
Reference Librarian 



Friends of the Fort Myers Library 
Membership Application (please print) 

Date:                                    New                 Renewal 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City:           State:           Zip: 

Telephone:          Email: 

 

Check One:          K-12 $5          Individual $10          Family $15          Contributor $30          Benefactor $50 

 

Volunteer Application:  I am interested in helping with: 
 

                  Book Sales                                               Writing Newsletter Articles 

                  Planning Programs                             Preparing Newsletter for Mailing 

                   Developing Fund Raising Projects Other (please specify) 

 
Please make your check payable to:   Friends of the Fort Myers Library, Inc. 

 

Please mail it to:  Friends of the Fort Myers Library, Inc. 

    2050 Central Avenue 

    Fort Myers, FL  33901 
 

BECOME A FRIEND TODAY! 

Friends of the Fort Myers Library, Inc. 

2050 Central Avenue 

Fort Myers, FL  33901 


